HOW TO CREATE FAIRY HOUSES WITH POWERTEX
Or how about a whole Magical Village!
A MODERN DAY FAIRY STORY BY BIRDY HEYWOOD

Creating beautiful things out of something that would otherwise
have been thrown away, is so rewarding. When on a creative
roll, I get so carried away, that I forget the world around me.
Now as a special treat I am going to take you with me on a
magical journey.
This is the story of how a plastic milk bottle, a couple of egg
cartons, a few other bits and bobs, and some Powertex fabric
hardener were transformed into a beautiful Fairy House.
Powertex is weatherproof so the little houses can even live in
the garden for the fairies to enjoy.

As with all Fairy Stories, this one begins with Once upon a time
Once upon a time, well to be more exact, it was a couple of months ago, I was sorting stuff out for the recycling
bin. I began to examine an egg carton a little more closely than usual. “Mmh,” I thought, “This bit looks like a tower,
that bit has a lovely texture and it is cardboard so will absorb the Powertex really well. “ The pile of egg cartons grew
quite high, so I began a second pile. (Luckily I eat a lot of eggs.)
A similar thing happened with the plastic milk containers. I began to explore the possibilities of using plastic
containers to decorate rather than jam jars and bottles. The plastic had plus points that the glass did not have. First of
all it would not smash. Plastic could be cut with a Stanley knife or scissors allowing me to add little windows. “Oooh,”
I thought, “That means if I create a little house I can have an open door and also little windows that would light up at
night if I insert some sort of light source.” I must add here that in my home most doors remain open as I do not like
the feeling of being caged in. Even in winter I sleep with the window slightly open.

So the journey to build a my first Fairy House began!
I planned to take photos of each stage and will explain each part of the process as we go along. However, Powertex is
a sticky liquid which meant that I would have to take off my rubber gloves in between to operate the camera. Some
of the photos are not as clear as others and I also forgot to snap a few of the stages so had to create a second house
to fill in the gaps. Oh, and a 3rd and a 4th!
A list of what I have used will appear at the end. Also lots more about the properties and uses of Powertex.

1.
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1.
I gathered together a few bits and bobs in
readiness for my journey into the Fairy
world. I had a brief idea of where I was
going but not sure how I would reach my
goal. I did know that it would be fun
though.

Using a Stanley blade and scissors I
cut out the windows and the door
and removed part of the handle. I
wasn’t sure at the time why I cut it
off but you will see later what the
fairies had in mind for it.

2.
Powertex does not adhere to plastic
so I covered the whole bottle with
masking tape. It began to look like a
building. I was excited.

4.

3.
The first bottle I used was quite sturdy
plastic, so I painted a layer of Bronze
Powertex straight over the masking
tape, using a paintbrush. Great stuff
masking tape!

5.
Aluminium foil is ideal for creating
structure, so I followed the
instructions of the little visitors and
transformed the handle into a pointed
chimney pot.

TIP
TIP. Organic milk comes in thinner plastic
bottles. I used one of these for my second
house. To give the whole house more stability I
ripped up small bits of kitchen towel and with a
paintbrush loaded with Powertex, added a
layer all over the house. This made it stronger.

6.
The house needed a roof . As luck
would have it, a friend of mine had
given me a few bits of cardboard
that were round. Easy to replicate,
but these were handy.

Well this is where the fairies
began to gather around me.
One whispered in my ear to
stick the handle back on but
at an angle. By now quite a
few magical creatures had
appeared and were eager
to help me build my first
ever Fairy House. A Fairy
House for Fairies, designed
with the help of fairies.

7.
Again I used the foil to create a nice
snug fitting roof.
I put a little more on one side of the
base to give it a tilt.

2.
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Allow me to explain what happened next.
When I began creating the house I had no specific plans as how I was going to assemble
it. So far everything had come together as if by magic. Now I was faced with creating
windows, but how to go about it, I hadn’t a clue. Painting some plastic with glass paints
was one idea that came to me but search as I did, I could not find the glass paint
anywhere.
Suddenly I remembered a ball of interesting yarn that my friend Chris had given me.

Examining it closer the little diamond
pattern reminded me of leaded windows.
It was stretchy so I could create big and
small shapes.
The excited Fairies suddenly gave me an
idea. “How about laminating it Birdy?”

8.
I covered the roof and chimney
top with masking tape and
checked the roof to see if it fitted.
If you look closely you will notice
that the holes for the windows
are now larger. Yes, the Fairies
pointed out that they needed
more light.

Ok, you don’t argue with these clever little
beings so off I went to plug in the
laminator, then cut out some strips of the
yarn.

Once the windows had
been secured with
masking tape I used a
paintbrush and the
Bronze Powertex
to
cover it. I also painted
over the chimney and
the chimney pot too.

9.

What a brilliant idea! I laminated
them. It was perfect so I cut out
some shapes that overlapped the
holes made for the windows. 10.

Then I left it to dry for a
bit, giving me time to
think up the next stage.
10.

11.

13.
12.

Egg cartons have such lovely texture
and I knew that they had a great deal
to do with me coming up with the
idea in the first place. With Powertex
it is all about texture, lots of it. When
dry brushed it gives a great feeling of
depth.

This is one of the steps I failed to photograph whilst creating the first house. Here are
2 photos of the second house. They show how I began building the bricks around it.
First off all I painted a layer of Bronze Powertex all over it again then began with the
first line of torn up egg box, which had been thoroughly covered in Powertex around
the base. I continued around it and up to the top overlapping the pieces. This is great
fun and probably my only opportunity of having a house of my own.

3.
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House number One

Powertex Sand and Balls come in
several different sizes.

House number Two

15.

16.

14.
With the first house I just scattered a few Sand and Balls over the wet Powertex. With the second one I added more Powertex in
specific places and then added the little balls. These are great for adding even more texture. I wanted this to resemble moss.

Dry brushing with Powertex

17.
19.
18.
Powertex resembles paint in texture and can be used in just the same way. Dry brushing is great fun and really brings out the
texture. First of all pour a little Bronze on a paper plate and also a little Ivory. Not too much as you can always add more as you
need it. For the first application dip your brush into the Bronze then a add a teeny bit of the Ivory . The aim is to mix a colour very
slightly lighter than the original dark brown on the Bronze. Using a paper towel remove most of the liquid by running both sides
over a paper towel. Now brush lightly over the surface of the ‘Brickwork’.
If you are aiming for a beige colour for the
stones then add a little Bronze to the Ivory.
More about the stones on page 7.

20.
21.

22.

The object with the dry brushing is to have very little paint (Powertex) on your
brush. Allow the first layer to dry a little before mixing an even lighter shade of
brown. Again brush lightly over the surface. Finally use just the Ivory to brush very
lightly over the surface. I like to highlight the edges with the Ivory.

23.

Next stage is to create a clay like substance with Stone Art. With the first house I
created a beige colour for the bricks . Pour some Ivory into a plastic container then
add about the same amount of the Stone Art Powder. Mix thoroughly adding a little
at a time of the Stone Art. Put on your rubber gloves, (not essential as the solution is
water based and can easily be washed off.) I use them in case the phone suddenly
rings or there is someone at the door. Knead as if it were bread dough adding small
amounts of the Stone Art until the clay no longer sticks to your fingers. Store in cling
film or it will dry out quite quickly.
4.
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25.
24.
26.
In photo 24. I show how I removed some of the clay and placed it on a ceramic tile with a little of the Stone Art. A bit like when
creating pastry or dough where we would use flour. The rest of the mixed up clay needs to be stored in cling film so it does not
dry out. I created several differently sized little balls to create the brickwork around the windows. Yes, you may notice that the
door is already in place. More about the door in a moment. For the balls to adhere you will need to paint on a little Powertex
around the frames. I used Transparent Powertex here., but you could use the Bronze or the Ivory. Press the balls for the frame in
place then with a knitting needle create little grooves and holes. You will see why later.

29.
27.

28.

Please bear in mind that this was my first ever attempt at building a house for Fairies. I didn’t really have a set plan but allowed it
to evolve. I learned a lot of little tips and these I will share with you at the end. 27. Shows how I rolled out some of the Stone Art
in order to create both sides of the door. I would recommend either a glass bottle or a metal rolling pin as I found the wooden
ones not as successful. I painted over the little door with Transparent Powertex. (Remember it was also covered in masking tape)
then placed both sides of the door which I had cut to shape, in place and pressed the top and sides together to seal it..

30.

31.

32.

33.

30. Shows how I scored the door to create a wood effect and also added a little door knob. I forgot to add earlier that I had also
covered the roof with masking tape and then a layer of Bronze Powertex as shown in 31. and 32. It doesn’t really matter if it is
done before or after painting the house itself. As a matter of fact I forgot to photograph the making of the roof so had to make
another one. 33. Shows how I added some more of the Stone Art Clay and used a knitting needle to create little grooves like on a
mushroom. It was then fixed firmly on top of the house using Powertex to hold it in place.
34. With the first house I used Terra Cotta Powertex and
‘Paperdecoration’ which you will find under ‘Fibres’ on
the Powertex website. It really absorbs the hardener so
take a little at a time and cover with the Terra Cotta.
Painting a layer of Powertex over the roof before you
begin ensures that it will stick. Work from the outside in
towards the top until it is all covered. 35. Shows how it
will look after decorating it with foliage and berries but
more on that later.
34.

35.

5.
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Assembling the base
36.

37.

38.

I used aluminium foil to create the base and also masking tape, t-shirt material for the underneath and an old towel to create
the grass texture on the top. I find a good tip here is to work on a large ceramic tile. This means that you can turn the tile around
with the house on it instead up picking up the house. It also ensures that the base dries really flat. The tile just needs to be
soaked in water for a while after the house has been removed and cleaned up using a scouring pad. Ok, back to the instructions.
Keep trying the house out for size on top of the foil until it fits snugly. The hole in the centre is left open so that a light can be
used after the house has been completed. I also left a small groove at the base at the back for a wire to be fed through.
underneath

39.

underneath

Top
41.

42.

40.

39. Time for the Green Powertex. I covered the whole of the base with masking tape. Not shown in picture 40. Is that I painted
the base first of all with the Green Powertex. I think I used about small 5 bits of pure cotton, t-shirt material to cover it. T-shirt
material is nice and stretchy so great for the purpose of going round such an awkward shape. 41. I covered the whole of the
base and tucked some of the material on the inside so that it was completely covered. 42. I turned the whole thing over.

43.

46.

44.

45.

46.

43. To stabilise the house I found creating little bushes was a great idea. For this I cut up odd shapes of the towelling soaked it
with the Green Powertex then applied it to the corners using two wooden cocktail sticks to poke it into place. 45. Shows what I
used to create the moss or foliage for the decoration. 46. Shows how handy cocktail sticks are for manoeuvring it about in the
liquid, also great to apply the greenery to the house itself. 46. Is Powercotton, available from www.powertex.co.uk
47.

48.

47. It is great fun adding the foliage and
berries. As I mentioned the foliage was
created out of Powercotton. The little berries
are another Powertex product called sand
and balls. This handy pack comes with 4
different sized balls. They absorb the
Powertex hardener really well. I do find using
2 cocktail sticks the easiest way to add the
foliage. Whilst it is still wet add the little
balls. Again if you want just the odd one here
and there, pick them up with cocktail sticks
and push them into place.
As you may have noticed, I painted the door
with Terra Cotta Powertex. As well as looking
good it makes the door weatherproof. Next
on to the stones and steps……..

6.
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Two
One

Three

49.

Each of the houses I have created so far is different and so are the stones and window frames. I explained on page 4. How the
Stone Art Clay was created and this I used for the stones and little steps outside the house. I just sort of placed the stones
where I thought it would be nice for the Fairies to walk. Ensure that the Green Powertex on the towelling is still wet or add a
little with a paintbrush. Creating the stones is something I forgot to photograph so I have created another to show you. 50.
Two

50.

51.

The Stone Art Clay which I had already created using
the Stone Art Powder and Ivory Powertex, was too
light in colour. So after placing the little stone
pathway firmly on the wet Green Powertex (The
grass) I used Bister to colour it slightly. 50. I did the
same with the stones around the windows. To
create a watery translucent shade of Brown use
Powertex Easy Varnish mixed with very little of the
Bister and apply with a paintbrush. It sort of
naturally falls into the little indents in the stones.
House One I used the black Bister and with Two and
Three I used Brown Bister. For the pathways I used
the Brown Bister. The Easy Varnish also ensures that
the stones with be weatherproof.

One
As you can see both of the houses are quite different. One of my
daughters, Mel, and my eldest granddaughter Kaylee, who is 10 have
made a house each. As Kaylee created hers it gave me an opportunity
to photograph some of the stages I had not done with my own. More
about that on the next page.

7.
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52.
53.
54.

55.

Here is my little granddaughter hard at work. She had already finished the basics of the house with her mum but came to me to
learn how to crate the base, the roof and the foliage. 52. Shows Kaylee adding the towelling to the top of the base. 53. She
enjoyed this bit, creating the foliage and adding the little balls. I gave her a plastic plate, a little Green Powertex and a sprinkling
of Yellow Powertex Colour Pigment. Much easier to swish the Powercotton around with a couple of cocktail sticks and also use
them to add the foliage to the house. 54. Adding the little berries and 55. Creating the roof. After that she had had enough and
took a break. She later decided to leave the berries white.
56.

Kaylee was so proud of her house and had the opportunity to take it to school when the class were doing a project on recycling.
57.

58.

59.

60.
61.

62.
56. Highlighting the grass, bushes and colouring the berries is great fun and really brings the whole scene to life. Powertex Easy
Varnish is weatherproof so great for mixing it with the Colour Pigments which come in such a lovely range of colours. 57. I mixed
dark green and light green together then dry brushed it over the grass. I also added some to the foliage. 58. I added a little
yellow to the mix and painted that on too. 61. and 62. Painting the little berries in different colours. Another option is mixing
the colour pigments with the Ivory Powertex to obtain that lovely light shade and final cover.

8.
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64.

65.

63.

63. The sticky up bits of an egg box are ideal for this type of roof. I get laughed at because of my fascination with egg boxes.
Friends and neighbours collect them for me and even my postman! I hope you have fun creating your own Fairy Houses.

Some of the houses from workshops

Lin and Mel at work on their houses.

Lin’s House

Mel’s House work on progress

Mel’s House (not finished yet)

Kaylee’s House

Lin’s House

Carmen’s House

I hope you enjoy yourselves as much as I did. Since putting together this little booklet I have thought of many new ideas for the
houses, discovered really weird shaped bottles and collected many egg cartons!
I have a dream I would like to share with you: I would love to find someone who has a property where we could build a Fairy
Village. A place where folk can come and create their own as well. I envisage a tea rooms for children’s parties or adult fairy
lovers to experience magic. I can just see it all………….little pathways between the houses, a water mill. The houses, would have
solar powered lights inside. Faint fairy music, laughter, little lights flickering and darting from tree to tree.
A percentage from entrance fees to this magical world could then go towards shelters for homeless people.
Yes I have a dream. As the words of this song explain……

If you don’t have a dream, you’ve got to have a dream, or how you gonna make a dream come true!

9.

As promised here is a list of the materials I have used and a few more besides.
Please check out the Powertex Website to see all the goodies they have on offer and a list
of certified Powertex Trainers who live in your area.

www.powertex.co.uk

Egg cartons, milk containers,
aluminium foil. Stanley bLade,
Scissors, paintbrushes.

Ivory Powertex

Easy Varnish

Bronze Powertex

Terra Cotta Powertex

Paper Decoration for the roof on
House One.

Sand & Balls

Green Powertex

Stone art Powder

Colour Pigments

I had this given to me so not
sure where you could buy it.

I also used laminating pouches for the woolly stuff featured above. Cocktail sticks, Towelling for the grass, T-Shirt material for
the bottom of the base.
Please pop by my website for details on workshops with me.

www.birdyheywood.com and www.birdydragonbirther.com for step by step blogs.
Thanks for ordering my little booklet, either as a printed version or PDF. It took many months to put together.
There will be many more ideas that I would like to share with you at a later date.

